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THE ORDER OF SAINTS FRANCIS AND CLARE

CONSTITUTION

The Order of Saints Francis and Clare (OSFC) is a religious order founded within the

Old Catholic Apostolic Church (OCAC). The Order exists for Clergy and Lay members

of the OCAC and members of other churches, as a Religious Order for those whose

lives have been touched by St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi. This Religious Order

replaces  and succeeds  all  previous  Orders  with  Franciscan intent  and Charism in

OCAC. Any residual members of previous Orders are granted membership of OSFC.

This Constitution is promulgated by Mar Trimlett, Bishop Adrian S Glover OCR, OSFC

by the grace of God a Catholic Bishop and Patriarch and Presiding Bishop of the Old

Catholic  Apostolic  Church  Worldwide.  Our  first  act  as  Patron of  this  Order,  is  to

appoint Laurence Martin, clergy of OCAC, as first Prior of the Order of Saints Francis

and  Clare.  Our  second  act  is  to  thank  him  for  his  work  in  helping  develop  this

constitution.

The role of Prior will be the person nominated by the Presiding Bishop, who will be

the leader of the Order acting with devolved authority of the church (OCAC). The

Prior shall serve in office for a period of five years, after which time, the members of

the  OSFC may  elect  a  candidate  from among its  membership  to  propose  to  the

Presiding  Bishop  for  appointment.  The  outgoing  Prior  may  be  re-elected  if  the

members  so  decide.  The Presiding  Bishop has  final  power  of  appointment,  or  of

dismissal, but will always act in the best interests of the OSFC, OCAC and the persons

involved.



Membership is granted by the Presiding Bishop of the OCAC who is the patron of the

Order. This authority may be exercised by the Prior of the Order on behalf of the

Presiding Bishop.

All members of the OSFC will be encouraged to wear a habit signifying their calling as

their conscience dictates as an alternative to clerical attire and may adopt the Title of

Brother (Bro.)  or  Sister  (Sr.)  and use the letters  OSFC after  their  name to signify

membership of the Order. Members of other churches that join OSFC will be treated

with Christian love and respect and as if they are members of OCAC.

As a dispersed Order, Brothers and Sisters are not required to meet in person unless

for  any reason a  Chapter  Meeting  needs  to  be convened at  the direction of  the

Presiding  Bishop  or  the  Prior.  If  members  are  able  to  meet  together,  they  are

encouraged to do so, however, it  is recommended that all  members will  visit  the

Order’s web page or other media on a daily basis in order to update the membership

on successes or  concerns  and to request prayers  for people or  situations.  Online

meetings are acceptable, provided that open invitation to contribute has been made

openly to all members. A quorum will be 66% of membership for Chapter Meeting

decisions  on  OSFC  business  whether  online  or  physical  meetings.  Threshold  for

decision  at  any  such  meetings  will  also  be  66%.  Any  decisions  made  within  the

Chapter Meeting will be sent to the Presiding Bishop for assent.

Because the OCAC is a dispersed Christian Denomination, neither owning buildings

nor  handling  money,  it  has  great  similarities  to  the  early  Order  of  Friars  Minor,

brought into being through the charism of St. Francis of Assisi, closely followed by the

Poor Clare’s under St.  Clare of Assisi  and the Third Order, brought into being for

those who embraced the Franciscan charism but were unable, for whatever reason,

not able to undertake the full calling of the friars.

Franciscans are called to be “radical” in life as they seek to live the Gospel life. The

vows of poverty, chastity and obedience are, within the OSFC, replaced by a vow of

Simplicity  of  Life,  a  life  that  calls  us  to  hold  in  trust  those  possessions  that  are

necessary to sustain themselves and their dependants.

The aims of the Order are to recognise and protect all that God has created from

exploitation  or  destruction  through  the  negligence  and  greed  of  persons  or

organisations  in  the  secular  community;  to  love all  people,  regardless  of  gender,

status, ethnicity, religion or political persuasion; to show compassion to the unloved,

the refugee,  the exile,  the prisoner,  or anyone in need.  The ultimate goal  of  the

Franciscan charism recognised by the OSFC is to promote peace in the world through

our lifestyle, prayer and action.



OSFC recognises that each individual’s spiritual journey is unique and holy and, as

such,  our  diversity  and dignity  are  God’s  gifts  to us  as  individuals  and are  to be

welcomed by all members of the Order in the spirit of love and harmony.

Recognising that our membership is open to those of all nationalities, it is recognised

by the OSFC that true Franciscan joy and the humour it may provoke, does not travel

well across the globe and may not have the desired effect., so we are reminded to

consider our words and thoughts with great care in order not to cause distress to any

member of the Order.

The OSFC seeks to be, an Order where its members may learn from one another as

both a discussion group, and a conduit of prayer. As our members will be drawn from

all time zones, our aim is to be a perpetual prayer chain for healing, peace, justice

and creation. We will respond to prayer requests in whatever way we are able.

The OCAC is a church that operates in the communities and organisations where God

chooses to place us, so we have a duty to pray for the mission of every member of

the church. The OSFC recognises that any Brother or Sister who, due to age or illness,

can  no  longer  minister  to  the  wider  community  in  practical  means  will  be  the

ministers of prayer, set at the heart of our perpetual prayer chain.

At the heart of OSFC is the ultimate goal to believe in the Gospels and live the Gospel

life, following our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, after the example of St. Francis, St.

Clare and all the Franciscan saints who have gone before us.

As a religious order under the OCAC we have a solemn duty to pray for our Presiding

Bishop, all its other bishops, priests, deacons and those in Minor Orders, as well as

those Pastors within the Cross Denominational Mission and other Religious Societies

in OCAC.

The Order of Saints Francis and Clare will, at all times and in perpetuity, exist as a

Religious Order within the Old Catholic Apostolic Church in the firm belief that this

Religious Order and the Church it serves comes from the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit

of God.

A.M.D.G.

Rt. Revd. Adrian S Glover OCR, OSFC – Patron

Revd. Laurence Martin OSFC, Prior.


